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SERMON 


Art St. Margarets in Weſtminſter, betore the 


Honourable Zonſe of Commons upon Wedneſday the 


I2th. of Jene 1 661, being the day appointed by His 
Majeſty and che Parliament, for afolemn Humiliation 


upon the late abundance of Rain, and the danger 
_ of Famine and Peſtilence "7 ro eNſuc thereby. 


angry 


ByTno: Gununen "LD A. Af. Preacher to the 
Honourable Society of Lincolo' $- Ine. 


| The Second Impreſrion 
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Luc. 22.28,29. You are they which have conciuued with me in my 
temptations : And | appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me. 


Ubi males premia ſequuntur, haud facils quiſquam gratuitd bonus eft, — 
Saluft. ad C#ſarem. 


Suum Cuique Iribue, 
Hoc fas & vives. 
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To-the Honourable the Houſe of Commons 


Now in Parliament Aﬀdembl 


ewT}aT lan, | 


1 0! beve defired me 10 print my Sermon, 
=o 41d 1 defire you to pratiiſe it 3 becauſe, 
SUL 8/5 never fo well printed as when tis pro- 
Al difed: And give me leave totell you that 
if I could order you ſo well, as you can or- 


baniſht Prince miraculouſly reſtored ,* And a: Loyal people 
( 45 yet ) but badly vequited. br. 0 
To the firſt of theſe you owe your folemn forrows, for the 
foe your conſtant thanks , and to the third your juſt com- 
afſons, ] 
. For theſe I was willing to obey your commands, for theſe 
I choſe my Text , for theſe 1 have pleaded, and for theſe 1 
have done what 1 never did before, IT have Printed what 
was pleaded for them , that , in caſe they miſs of any other 
or. better remembrance, ( as they bave done hitherto ) yet 


they may meet with ſome ſlender one'at leaſt upon a paper, 


Tis confeſt , you have done your duty well and handſome- 
by tothe two firſt of theſe wanders, by anſmering them both, 


with 


With proportionable and becoming Leys ; you have 

 munrned ſoundly for the firit, andr ers luftily at the ſe- 
cond: Theſe things you ought to have done, yet wot to lexve 
the other undone , undone it is as yet, and ſo are they for 
whom it ſhould be done , and they can ſay it from 4s pro. 
found an Experience, as any part bf Mankind : Eccleſ, 8. 
14. There is a vanity, which is done upon the earth, 
that there be jnſt men,unto whom it happeneth 2ccorde 
ing to the wark of the wicked : Again, there be wick- 
ed men, to whom it happenerh according to the work 
__ of the righteous. ED 3 oe ms O Yo 
It & this Snbjedt, I am now upon, 8'vary pour one,” yet s 
Very good one , and avery good one, becauſe a very Loyal 
on', and if Novelty makes any thing acceptable { as it does) 
then this paper may challenge your atceptance, becanſe is 
treats of a SubjeR wever (4s yet} thought upon, of « Sub- 
bs never handled by any, but werie courſly, very wrong» 
fully. | 

It & now in your powes to ds them right, that have ſuf- 
fered wrong, and 10 feed andrelieve theſe hungry ones, and 
the honour of tho Attion wil be ths, that hereby you will be 
followers of God ; For, the Lord exzcuteth judgment 
for the oppreſſed, he giveth food ro the hungry , he 
looſerh the priſoners, and raifeth them that zte bowed 
own , Pſal. 146 7,8. Bc ye therefore merciful even 
as your h-avenly Father 1s merciful : As be i, now, he 
i merc:full both 10 the juſt, and to the unjuſt, be meroiful 
to both you may, byt to be merciful t0 the unjuſt enlie, and 
not tothe juſt alſo, this is crueliies;, if honeſt men may not 
havethe preference in your mercie ,- you canner doleſs, then 
Lt them go ſharers with others, that have far leſs (if at all) 
deferv'd it. Wo HAIG 

'Tis vere foſrible, (and, fear werie probable, ) that 
many 


© 


*IE.... 


—_- 


12m years may not bring forrh ſach a Temper, and 
Corplexion of Pazliament , as 7h# is, in which you ſit » 
for tii'a thing 44 fall of Hazard , as the projets of the great 
Elixar , which miſſes a hunared times , before it hits once; 
qour children to many gener ations may ſadly deſire 10 ſee one 
of the dayes of ſuch a Convention , and yet not ſee i : 
Therefore, behold, now is the accepted time ; 'behold, 
now is the day of ſalvation » To day therefore ( after 
ſo long atime) whilſt itis ſaid, to day, harden not your 
hearts; #f50u dv, and ( with Eſau ) ſell your own, and others 
birth-rights , afterwards, when you would inherit the 
bleſſing , you will be rejeQed , though you ſeck it care- 
fully with tears. 
| You love, and are for Loyalty, 1 know you are; and if you 
be, then cherifh what you love : let that Tree have the moſt. 
and beſt care and water , the beſt ſoil and ſence, which . 
gives you the Fruit you moſt love. 
' It was a cruelty no where to be found, but in a Nero, 
Ardet Roma, dumcythara canit: 4nd ſball we ( as Iſrael, 
Amos 6. 4,5, 6. ) lye upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch 
our ſelves upon our Couches, and eatthe lambs our 
| of the Flock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the 
| tall? ſhall we chant to the ſound of the Viol,and invent 
to our ſelves inſtruments of Muſick? ſhall we drink wine 
in bowles , and anoint our ſelves with the chief oynt-= 
ments, and not be grieved for the AﬀiRion of Foſeph 2 
If ſo, what will follow z even the judgement we now fear, y. 
7.the banquet of them that ſtretched themſelves, ſhall 
be removed. ; 
I am «pt to think , that David hluſht, when having ob- 
tained reſt from all his Enemies round about, and fit- 
ting quietly in his houſe , he ro/d the prophet, 2 Sam. 7. 
I, 2, See now, I dwell ie houſe of Cedar, but the Ark 


of 


b 
'þo 


C03 


courſe. ones #00 , for they were male of Goats hair 1 Such a 
ſh would become you, and you will never look 6 hand- 


der, that the Lord hath given you Reſt, and hath ſet you 
Men « 


ike the Arke ) remainclad'in courſe 48d torn gar- 


down their heads. 


— 


——  pudet hec opprobria nobis ye 
Et dici potuifle, & non potuille refelli, 


Mathinks, "tis enough to make you ſhake, and | ſwcat. 
again, to conſider how open you lye to the juſt complaints of 
c 


eſc poor Souls , if 1h:y ſhinld beſpeak you in the lan- 
guage of the Apoſtle,( then in a caſe much like theirs now ,) 
x Col. 4.8. &c. Now yeare full, now yeare rich, ye 
have reigned as Kings without us, and we would to 
God) ye did reign., that we alſo might reiga with you : 


For we think, that God hath ferforth us laſt, as it were. 


men appoinred to death , for we are made a ſpeRacle 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men: we are fools, 
but ye are wiſe: we are weak, but ye are ſtrong} ye 
are honourable, bur we are deſpiſed : even unto this 
preſent hour we both hunger, and thirſt, and are aaked, 
and are buffered , and haye no certain dwelling place - 
And labour, working with our own hands; bcing revi- 


led, we bleſſe; being perſceuted,, we ſafferir; being 


defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the 
world, and. are the oloongng of all things unto this 
day. E EET | | | 

x RED And 


of God dwelleth within curtains; «ud they were very. 


=> , 4s when this brings up the Reds into your Cheeks, to 
1 prareablyin your houſes ; - and yet all this while, theſe 


ments, and though the foxes have holes, and the birds of the- 
Aire have nefts , yet theſe men have not aplace where to lay 


Fn 


, 
\1 


which wow ſpring from 4 ſirvice as ingennou and juſt as 
Rk B ; 


"» 


dndif this betheir Ceſe, ( «5 indeedit is, ) then, bow 
juſt and ingenuons will it be for you, to conſuder it : And 
remember, that if it be juſt and good with God, that our 
light afflitions, which are but for a moment, ſhould 
work for. us 2 far more exceeding, and eternal weight 


of glory : then" certainly he will wot take it well at your 
Wy 


upas:, if their. bexvy Afflictton: ,, which have been for 
many years, ſhould work nothing for them , but a far more 
excerding, and inſupport able weight of want and miſery, 

1 have forgot the Name, but I remember the Vertue of 
that great Commander , who when bis Army was much 
diftreſt in point of Aquation, and «bottle of water was pre 
fented to himſelf by one of h&.Souldicrs , he flung it on the 


ground, and this after it, God forbid, that I ſhould drink, 


when my poor Souldiers are periſhing with thirft : Ang 
the kind»eſs off Alexander { if Curtius may be.credited.) 
w4as as great as himſelf , who in acold froſty night, fitting 
by a great fire in an open field , and eſpying a poor Souldier 
1up0#.. 48. ont guard ready to drop down dead with the Cold, 


ran to him , took him up in his Armes ,, brought him tothe 


Fire; ſet him in bis own Chair, rubb'd and chated him with 
his own bands , and with much adoe brought him to life - 
Theſe wiſe men knew this to be the way, 10 oblige an Army to 


© 
» 


< 


them, 

1 leave this with you , to apply, and to divine , what T 
mean byit ; and withall, you may do well rs remember, how 
many of: your own Families received both their Honours 
and Eftates from the Norman ſervice : That juſt Prince 
thoughtit hs duty to requite his Souldiers, aud if youwenld 
know the Engliſh of Miles, Eques, Comes, &c. which 
you now wear abont your Eſcutcheons , they are flowers 
which grew up out of that Field , far unlike thoſe weeds, 


that, 


that, for which the Heranldry is ſo mach altered, that they 


y8t wear 0 other badge., then Pedes, Pauper, Famelicus, + 


- 


for bring Loyal torhetr Prince, \ | IS AA 

 Methinks ,*tis not ſo handfome, -toſee a Nation ( that 
was lately Gules all over ) nowto ſtand checker d Argent 
and'$able, aud to behold'our late great Mercy of our Sove- 


 raigns Reftturarion {ke ths Pillar, Ex0d, 14.20. Cloud: 


and darkneſfe to: fome, bur-light to others; vor are things 
well in Tune, when'( as at the building of the ſecoud Temple, 
Fzra3-13+) we cannot diſcers the noiſe of the ſhant of joy, 
from the” noiſe of the weeping of the people, when one part 


(the more antient- and 4 ight cons )' may weep it out: with the. 


Poet-;. 


 — Hxc ego, —tulitalter honores , 
Sic vos non vobis— | Bs, 


And another © more novel and criminal, ſhall triumph it. 


with an O quam bonum jucundum, &5c. 0h how plea- 


ſant and profitable a thing it is to fight againſt our Sove= * 


rain”: whereas the truth is, Fuſtice can-never ſpeak better 
ſenſe ,-than when it" doth 'upbraid fuchdemeriting ptr ſons 
with that Sarcaſmeof the Apoſtie, Rom. 6.21. Tivaxapnd1? 
what fruit would you have tiom thoſe things, whereof 


And bt no man vecriminatethis addreſs , fromnbe in- 
temperance and debauchery of the Perſons , for whom 'tis 
made, ' 1 remember the check and aſperſon, given of old by 
the Phariſees to Chriſt , who cenſured hins for cating with 
Publicansand Sinners, »htz he had no where elſe to go : 
'Tis.a very hard piece of Paſtice, to cenſure and condemn 
_ mem for eating and arinking in publick houſes, when they 


you are now aſhamed ? For tie end of ſuch things is 


ave 


oo PYE.. 
ay "I B [ 
77 "0 4 - _ 


P ” FP : 
= 


bave no Houſes left them gfcheir own,,. toxatandits 
: If there be Oatbes 4ud Athoniſme, &'c. more viſible emone 
them, then.ozhers, © wil] lye very much at the dvors of their 
Oppreſſors. David bad Loft alnrnſt all bis Religion ; by 
the contemplation of the guod ſucceſs of evil wen ,<Pfal. 73. 
Dothemright , and try what they will be , ſurely thoſe con- 
ſciences, which have worn about them ſuch deep impreſvions 
and reſentments of Loyalty and Honour all ths while, 
( and that at fo great a diſadvantage.) muſt in charity be ho- 
ped to. have. other good principles of 410rality alſo, which 
though perhaps they lye now. in 4{mwonrd , yet #hey may be 
awakned into practiſe by your juſt Encouragements , ad 
tis ten to one , but you will thereby reffore'them, not onely to 
their Rights and Fortunes, but totheir wits and wertnes. A 
breath from your lips is able to quicken vhs field of dry bones 


into an Army of Vertuoſo's.. 


1 will not preſcribe to your Wiſedoms what to do for them, 


.ner adventure 4t reaſons of State , why ſomething muſt be 


done: There are many autre ones, but you can give them 
to your ſelves they are thoſe of Religion, which I offer you, 
and if Fuſtice aud Charity be your duties, and the Compals 


of your Adtions, then thu is, 


If you will do n0 more for them, yet remember them, give 


| them leaſt) a place iz your Annals and Records; God has 
( among many othir Books ) a book of Remembrance, 


Mal. 3. 16. and in this Book hertcords the ſufferings of 


good men, Plal. 56. 8. Their tears are pur up in his bot- 


-- . a . 


ele,and writcen in his Book, non Lie" 

 Andit ſeems by that paſſage concerning Mordecai, Heſt. 
G.1,2,J. that .it was the manner of the Eaſtern Princes 
z0.record the ſervices and ſufferings of good Subjedts to 


Poſterity , as ſarn-as they were aone or ſuffered ; Andthere 


Y B23 were 


- oa 
- «< 
2.95 


pract 
book-0 


*%. 
Ls tw _-_—_ 


ts 4 queſtion ( and it u Queſtio.rege digna) what Ho- 
-nour and dignity. hath been done to Morgecar for'this 2 
_ 2. 'twas anſwered, there was nothing done for him, bu; 
it was not long ere ſomething was. Df 
If theſe and the following lines, may have the happineſs 
80 move you to put the ſame queſtion for our Mordecai's, 
What hath been done for them ! 43d upon finding, that 
&s yet nothing ts done for them , to put forks to the que- 
ftion , What ſhall be done for them ? God ſhall have his 


will. 1-my end, they the comfort, and youthe bonaar of ſo juſt 
and brave an Aftion, LG 1:6. 


Which ſhall ever be the Prayer of your 
Lincoln" ow J* moſt devoted Seryantinthe things of 
4 God and his Righteouſneſs, 


T-:xoMas GrxinrtEIi.DY 


ISAY 53, 


£3 *:* + $4 Y (5 K 'Þ d 7 2.3; J - p 
2 * KL —D Ka __—_ 0p # 
1S MAY 38. 5,. 6, T 
| i rub a "” that I have choſen iy a man 


affli& bis foul * # it to bow down bis bead as a 
| Bulla uſh, and to ſpread ſackeloth and aſhes © under 
- him? wilt-thou call this a faſtonto an acceptable ay 
* tothe Lord ? 


6: not this THE FAST that Thve choſen? to lo 


the bands of wickedneſs, to undoe the beavy burdens, 


and to let the oppreſſed g( £0 free and For Je: break 


'everyy ke 2 - 


k x 1s it not to did thy bread to the hungry, and that 


-thon bring, the [poor that are caft out to thy houſe, 


1 ben thou ſeefl the naked that thou cover him' and 


that hi hide not thy ſelf from thine on fleſh: 2 


2 jj and iraportant work , and you have 
N "I hy 'futnmon'dhither a poor and weak man 
21 co aſſiſt you in it; one: thatthad more 
bz Il need ro be faſted for; then able to di- 

© re others; one: who i is (asat no time 
"able, ſo) at this time not willing to 


dreſs out the bulineſs before us with Elocution; and the 
rather,” becauſe as i isthecuſtom of Mourners, to pit 
[AUNEF,” DECAUIE AS I 15-TNE CUR - 3 


10 U are metthis day upon a very ont | 


AS 


">. | 


- pile their garments of all Ribbonds and other dreſſes P 
when NA ſa Ithink; ifplain garments be faſhi- 
| nable here, a plain Sermon will be ſeaſonable here. 

xe. ( here concerned inthe Text ) were 2 

Nation 6M. addited-to outward and formal! duties, 

and among others -to this of faſting, the ſecond verſe 

' before the Textwill deſcribe you this. And how pun- 

'Qual- and' cefemonious they were in it, the 5. verſe 

{ which ispartof the hays pn decipher': WF ſeems, 
t ormali $aR.« Current Or that ge- 
big [oo os TN Nome ta the be of ir 

Ginthe day 108 of C Abe ad RenL humour firting 

ainongft the Phariſees, of whom Chriſt ſayes; 12a. ©. | 
16». that when they faſted, they were ow 3gows: ; that is, 0 

( a5 One 1ocerprets it,} they would look like Seythians; : 
and they did (as is obſcryed'iy-the Text before tmentio- 
ned)«ritay, that is, they either caver'd their feces with 
 black-hoods, or elſc { as one acutely obſerves:itour of 
Antiquity ). they uſed a. paint or facus to-make them 
ſeen ſad.and: wanified. 3 bs the great errour of them 
-W2S, ta thipk that when this was done, the faſt was 
ma” 1255” 
| Nowthe bud NR this Text (wich the odbiinte) 
15 fo reprove, and with reproving to reje@ this formali- 
þ-— > gp cot an commend and teackihe: rue rextky 
And (indeed)aheſe are the parts of the Your: _ 
. Firſt, a/formal faſt 1 and rejeted, v. 5, 
Secondly. realfaſt preſcribed and accepted, VG, 

And both their are:done 16; the way of expoſtal, 

on, which argues @ more then ordinary vehiemencyin 

whatis ſpoken; 

Lat expoſtulation. in- the Affirmative, ve. 5. 5. | 

Ts 


_ 
1: it ſuch 4 faft 2 whichiiisanardent Negation, hify's 
ing that by nomicansicis ootar al}fuch afaft\; - S 
Secondly, an:expoſtulation'iintheNe __ (9637 
Is mot this the faſt; crc. Trrimaring/a moſt vigorous Af- - 
__—_ — COIN this ire { faſt ThanT 


haves Fi 

So hey in the fifty all funnthiies: of x48 ( he - 
they go alone-) axe rejected; rhete Jewiſh forinatiricsdn 
the Text, ro affiict the' ſoul, 10 bow down theheid bikes 
Ball-ruſþ, rc. and on the fanve :{coreout Chriſtian for. 
maliczes of faſting all the day) merring inrhe-Houſrof | 
publick-Worſhip, making long Prayers,” and heating - 
five or fix" Setmons one onthe neck of another, thete 
(I fay ) wheathey goalone are rejeRedy and our own - 
oblcrvation can'teſtifie. they have beers(o. - 

And in thefecond, the real, proper,petuine duties 


of an acceptable faſt are preſcribed and directed, and 
hate aretwo.” 


Firſt, the duty of Juſtice unto men oppreſſed, V.6. - 
Secondly; the dury of Chanty to menejeRed, ww. To. 


fpathis is the faſt Tuba hath choſen © 


That, which ( without any violence). i drdutible ; 


from the Texr, may be reduced to theſe three particus . 
lars , within which I ſhall confincall L haveto ſay. 

Firſt, thatfaſting is a duty. 

| Secondly, that God in ſome cies doesrejet i it: 2: 

Thirdly, what muſt be done tomakeir wn 7 rv | 

7+. I begin with the firſt, That faſting is aduty, this 

is plainin the Text, where, though we have rejec7onens 
»7oed;, yet 'not rei, of that manner of taſting; not-of 
faſting ir ſelf,.ver..4. we have not 'a. Jabs: pond. 008" 
 jejunabitis, but a naw ſic Jejunabjtisy\ and: int 
it is only tale jejuwiam; notataſt: at'large; but aorantin\ 


fag 


"4a 4 ) 
faſt hat has nothing but formalities, and medi late dai 
init, voctm '& preferta wiki, a faſt; tharmakes. 
joſe and hath dochatiy ;this Godrejedteth,,! 1 TOs 
And thereaſonis; becauſe tothe morall:goodneſſe' of | 
an 5Rion, there is required; +not onlycthe mattcrand 
bulk of thefaR, the cs and:outward: bod yot q 
_yb ye os orrenge rn 


Rok Dowinum Chrittus LGedtlogt the qr 
(v,) thegiving up of Chriſt, was mercy:in.God; love: 
in'C hriſt; but treaſon in the: Apoſtate. So here, as the 
Apoſtle ſayes of the Jaw, r Tim. 2. 8, that.it is gaod if - 
2 man uſe it. lawiully, ſo is the duty'of faſting, good'or 
evily as it ſtands quatilied by the end. andintentiona 
the perſons. * ACE 1 ' EV 

I the 4. yerſe before the Text the faſt was evil be: 
cauſe the imtention was ſo, The faſt for frife and debate, 
&c.and verfe-6, and7. ofthe Text, the faſt;isallowed 
to 'be good and: deonitabln, if it ſtand affogiated with 
the duties of juſtice and mercy. +: 

. .,Cleariris hed. that faſting is our dury,and che more 
clear, becauſe we have occafiansfor ite; ++: || 

The firſt ; one is judgement impendiogor incumbiog, 
at the door,or iithe houſe, ſa:22:12 : freed was indan- 
get of an invaſion, evdinthataay:({aichthe Prophet ) 
aid the Lordcall toweeping, and te mourning. : 

Though we read not/ohany.Propher; that by word 
of mouth-required the people to it, yet:there-was, wax 


Urge; Mi66: 9. the: rod:tiad:a tongue; there was a 
 Lurmons in ogy or? rs HE wg Wasa' Hagi- 
bal ad NA I wasat at ngE "ny 


"And 


83. | 

And leaſt the call of Providence ſhould be thought 
not loud enough, we have an expreſs ſummons from the 
VVord to thisduty, Foe! 2. 15,16,17. the 15. ver. gives 
us rhe Precept, $aniifie afaft, &c, the 16. verlieſum- - 
mons the Perſons, and thoſe arcall concerned,the people, 
congregation, young axd oid, &c, and the 17. verſe gives 
us the duty, praycr, ſpare thy prople © Lord, &c. and. 
this was the praQtiſe of 1/-ae! who like a flock of ſheep, 
though in times of ſafery and peace, they wandred a- 
broad ſecarely 1n their ſeveral paſtures , yer when the 
as. or VVoolf drew near , they ran together to this 
Duty. | 

Secondly, another occaſion to this duty, is ſome im- 
portant enterpriſe or undertaking , that has danger and 
difficulty in it : Thus did Heſter, who going to pacific 
the anger of Ahaſuermus towards the Jews, and to gain his 
favour ( athing dangerous, and difficult to be had from 
ſo great a Prince) bids the people faſt for tha, and not eat 
nor. arink three dayes, night or day, and I (ſaid ſh!) and my 
maidens will fait likewiſe , ul ſo will 1 goto the King, 
( though it be not according to law, ) andif I periſh I-pe» + 
iſh; And as the enterprize was great, ſo the faſt made 
it proſperous: Thus the Apoſtles, being to ordain, and 
{lend abroad Miniſters to the Gentiles , ( an affairof 
greater danger and difficulty, (and importance too) than 
the former } they prayed unto the Lord andfaited, and ha- 
ving ſo done, they lard their hands on Barnabas «xd Saul, 
.apd ſent them away, As 13. 2, 3. which practiſe of 
theirs ( methinks ) gives no mean warrant to the obſcr» 
nation of our Ember weeks , as preparatory to the lay- 
 1ng onof hands. _ OT 

The-things muſt be great and good; and when {o, 
they muſt be faſted for b n0t for ſtrife and debate , nor 


#8 


Heſt, 4- 16« 
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0 ſmitt. with the fiſt of wickedneſs, not for a proſperous 


Rebellion; or RegicideCforthar's the Engliſh of the for- 


mer,) ſuch faſts are to be faſted for, and faſted from,and. 


the late fignal confutations given out by Providence 


upon-ſuchitaſts, are evidence enough, we orght not to 


faſt forſuchthings. - And indeed as 2ll other ſervice, ſo 


thisof faſting, / asthe Apoſtle ſtyles it ) Rows, 12.1, it is 


aoyinh nenpeia a reaſanable ſervice. 


For firſt, God expeRs from us,a demeanour ſuitable 
to.our-condition, andas he was juſtly condemn'd, that 
came without a wedding garment to thefeaſt, ſo may he 


_ noleſſe; that wears it at a faſt. 


© Hoſea 11. 10+ we are required to walk after the Lord in 


| his diſpenſations, 4a»d when he fhall roar like a Lioy , then 


ought we (like good children) to tremble; * Tis a piece of 
moſt intollerable infolence,- for mento laugh and ſport 
themſelves when God frownes': this in 1ſrael was ſo of- 


fenſive; that, ſay 22. 14. becauſe; when God cali*d 70 
weeping :and t0 mourning, there was faund amongit them 

_ joy and -gladneſs , eating fleſh:, and: drinking wine, ;&c. 
. * thetefore chat 1niquityſbould not bepureed fromthem, till 
 $hey died © It ſeemsto be « moſt-unpardonable,.and kil- 


ling iniquity ; it addes wings to the leaden feet of,ven- 
peance , and fſcts on workher iron hands ;\-it-makes her 
come faſter, and ſtrike deeper; it-was this:that brought 
inthe deluge upon the antient world, Math. 24.38;bc- 
cauſe they were eating and drinking, &c. therefore the 
flood came, and tookthem all away. '\. + 


Secondly, a diſcreet oblervation-of judgements ( ei- 


_ ther near us or upon us, ) willnaturally begetſuchatem! 


per of mind in us, as will produce this duty; For in the 
eration , when we arc inpain, in 

cr any fort of diſcontent, we weep, 
we 


tcar,in danger,or u 


r L * 
" 


wil 


' 
TIT - 
ever 
Þ | 4 Ef ">: =} R 


VI Sr 8 


W 
I. 


erefore the caveat of Chriſt is 
I. 
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good, Zuke 21, 34, Take heed to 


time your he arts be over- charged wit 


ſarfeiting, and drunk- 


weſſe ( Bags: the word is ) ne ingraventur, left your 


hearts be made- heavy. ; Intemperance takes off the 
wheels of the Soul, and makes it drive heavily. 


A duty then it is, in thatthere are juſt occaſions of - 
it, and ſtrong reaſons for it : but let it be never ſo. 
much a duty, and never.ſo often done, yetin ſome ca» 
ſes God rejesit.. And thistranſlates me over into the - 


ſecond particular, which is to make inquiry in what cae 


ſos, and for what cauſes God does rejec the faſting. 


and humiliations of-men. OA 
Rejeced theyare it ſeems ſometimes : For in the ver. 


before the Text we find an expreſſe prohibition : Yow * 
ſhall not fait a+ you do this day ; and though it may ſeem 
range to find a Yea anda Nay in God, tocommand 


and inhibit the fame thing,to make it ſometimes a duty, 


and yet charge it asa fin, there muſt be ſome reaſons 
for this, and it nearly concerns us to inquire what they. 


are. E | 
Firſt, then God rejeQs our faſtings , when he finds 
nothing elſe but form and outward folemnity in them: 
It is the ſaying of Chriſt, Zake 16.1 5.7 hat which i highly 
efteemed among men , is abomination in the ſight of God ; 
whar is highly eſteemed among men 2? you may find it 
x $a. 16. 7. Man looketh on the outward appear ance, but 


God does nor, he cannot indure an out-ſide when it goes 


alone. Here in the Tcxt God abhors that humiliation 
_ forthis very reaſon,inthat they made ir up witha bundle 


of Ceremonies, geſtures , cryings aloud , —_ 
i 


meat, looking fad , and wearing ſackcloth, and ſod 
only Hiftriones agere perſonate a faſt , and were no more 


concerned in't , than the ARors arc concerned in the © 


| manter of the plox. Secondly, 


ar ſelves, luFt at any. 


—_— 


ES + 
j - Secondly , God rejzcth: our humiliations;. when - 
j they are {er on work mcerly for the removal of judge- 
| ments, or the attainderot merciesz to faſt mecrly for. 
the one, as St. James tells us, that-there is a faith of 
} Devils, ſo we may call thisthe faſt of Devils: that eter- 
| nall humiliation and contricton that is now: practis'd in 
Hell, and thoſe Howlings, Weepings, and gnaſhing of 
Teeth, that arc there among the damned, are the re- 
ſult and effec of their never-dying torm:znts. Andto- 
faſt meerly for the attainder of the other, is no better. 
-then the faſt of dogs and ſwine, who howl and make a - 
noiſe becauſe their: trough is empty, and God gives it 
no better name, when he tels them, Hofe 5.1 4. That they - 
aid nat cry wnto him with their heart, but howled «pon thetr - 
beds, and aſſembled themſelves for Corn and Wine : It is 
therefore the proper crrandof an humbled people to - 
confeſſe their fin, and to beg pardon and grace, and let 
providence takecare for the. reſt; eſpecially, when it - 
ſtands encircled in a promiſe, that if we ſeek thelc firſt, . 
ex abundanti, all other things ſhall be added to us. lt 
\ concerns us of this Nation to conſider this, and rights - 
ly to ſtate the reaſon of. our humiliations: for we have - 
 hadfaſtings for judgements -{and haye one this day) 
| but not one as yet for fin, way 
Thirdly, 'tis nor-every faſting for fin that God ac». 
| cepts, but in ſome caſcs does rejeR it, though it befor -_ 
| fin ; And that is when we humble our ſelves for: ſuch - 
ſins, which lic in our own power to reform and re- - 
| nove : There is the ſame non-ſenſe and. ablurdity. in - 
this caſe, as when able luſty fellow lies in a ditch and 
cries God help; wehave a pregnant inſtance of Gods -. 
xejeRion of our faſtings in this calc, inthat of 7Joſhne, 
Joſb, 7.6, A fin was commited by Achaz and —_— | 
ee, - 


/ 


SP ETON _ 
ed, and the people for that fin wete defeated morethen 
- once by the men of 41" Foſhud a'publick+Magiſtrate | 
(upon this} fell to bu hamiliation, 'rent'higeboaths;fellts. 
the earth pon his face, put duſt upon his head and-praged q © 
But all this. God' rejects, and inthe! 1o. wverſegives'a 
ſmart check unto it,” get thee up; 'wherefore lyeft than thus 
upon thy face ? and in the 13. verſe calls him out "ro 
praQile, Up, Santifie the people,jand make adiligent en- 
quiry after the accurſfed thing ; "God hath given the 
Magiſtrate a Sword, and he muſt not bear thar- Sword 
 mvain. When fin and prophaneneſs .abound 1n'2 39 
Nationthrough the Magiſtrates" negieQ' or 'cowardiſe; 
*cis not his nor our faſting'will remoye it; 'becauſe he 
hath a more effeuall means in his hands'to do it::vAnd ; 
in Gods account ſuch a faſt is as ridiculous as it-'an hufz 
bandman coming into his'Vineyard, afid findingicore: 
run with Bryars and Thorns, ſhould fling:afide hispra- 
ning hook and fall to his prayers,that God would woed 
them-ante *- : -* ES os Pe Inn eeiyh 
Fourthly , God rejes the faſtings of men» when 
they except and reſerve the. practile of ſome beloved 
boſom ſins unto themſelves ; this is noted with a more 
' then ordinary indignation, Ter. 7. 9,10,11. Will you 
#.al, murthcr, ad commit adultery, and (wear falſly, F on 
ana come and ſtand before me in this houſe which is. called 
by my name, and ſay we are dtlivered to do alltheſe abomi- 
nations 4 # this houſe which is called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes? behold I (even 1) bave ſeentt, - 
[aith the Lord,” We may Engliſh it thus, will:you come 
and faſt betore the Lord for fear of Famine andPefti- 
lence, | and purin exceptions to Rebellion,” Regicide, - 
Oppreffion, and the derainder ot other mens bread 2 
Is this the Faſt that 1 havechoſen 7 'one ſuch Dahlilah is 
yo enough 


* . 
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enough. to. deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Sampſon; one ſuch 
Agaz ,..is. ſufficient to undo the talleſt Sau} , one cx- 


cepted {in, will make void the beſt of fats, and as long 


' as Achan, with his wedge and garment lay undiſcove- 


red, unbrought out, ler not. 1ſrae/ expe to proſper z 
ſuch a day as. this ought to be a'day of flaughter, and 
if God at another time will deal impartially with us 


| for our ſins,thenit concerns us now to deal impartially 


with them, and not to roul any one (no notthe moſt 
beloved one,) as 2 fweet morſel under the tongue, for 


| fearit prove as the book which was given to Saint John 


(0 eat, though ſweet in the mouth, yet bitter in the belly : 
I have known. the whole work of a Chyrurgion de- 
feared, by ſucha partiality as this, and, becauſe he 


ſearched not at the bottom, though he skinn'd ic over 


ro the eye, the wound did felter and ſuppurate, and he 
was forced to begin again z if you will make ſuant 
work in your faſting , bring out the bottom of your | 
fins , do not keep back apart, and this may heal the 

-  Fifily, The faſtings of men are rejeted, when they 
will not be convinced of ſome fins, that they are ſo in- 
deed, as inthe caſe of ſhedding innocent blood, when 


we haye ſhed it, andcall it juſtice ; faſt while you will 


inthis perſwaſfion , God will not accept it, 'tis plain 
enough 7/a. 1. from the 10. to the x5. ver. in the 10. 
yer. God gives his own people very fad names, Rulers 
of Sodom, and people of Gomorrha z and in the following 
ycrſes, hegives all their ſervices a very fad reception : 
To.what purpoſe #_the multitude of yuur ſacrifices unto 
we 2. 1 delight not,Gfc.. who bathrequired this at your hand, 


 botread my courts? incenſt is an abomination #0 me, the new 
| Moons and Sabbaoths, and the calling of aſſemblies 7 c 


an» 
0g 


de 2 
* ot away with, it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meetings my 
ſoul hateththcm, they are a trouble nnto me, I am weary to 
: bear them; and when ye ſpread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from yan ; yea, when you make many prayers, 
"I will not hear. 
A ftrangediſlike, and were there not areaſon given 
for it, never enoughtto be wondred ar, that God ſhould 
abandon'the very ſervice that he does command, and 
whai*s that reaſon 4 God that does nothing -withour 
the higheſt reaſon gives you his in the bortom of the 
15. ver. {and indeed itis like ſome cholerick diftemper 
inthe bottom of the ſtomack; which makes us vomit 
up all we eat, ) Your hands are full of blood : when blood 
15 upon a Nation unacknowledged, unrepented, it mars 
all the ſervices of it. EE, | 
Laſtly, *God does rejeR the faſtings of men when 
«they arc undertaken to promote-bad ends, and wicked 
purpoſes :ſuch a faſt was that of Jezebel, 1 Kings 21.9. 
ſhe proclamed a faft, that under the colour of a treſpaſs 
againſt that proclamation, ſhe might obrainthe life and 
-vincyard of Naboth: And the faſtings of T/-ael are here 
rejected in this Chapter, becauſe they were undertaken 
to promote ſtrife and debate, and proſperoufly to ſmize 
-withthe fiſt of wickedneſs, and inthe 3. yer. more cſpe« 
cially rhe reaſon isgiven, becauſe i» the day of your faſt 


yon find pleaſure, that is, (as the vulgar renders it, ) #n- 


venitur voluntes veſira, you bring with. yon your own 


wills, defires, deſigns, and hope to carry them on by - 


faſting, and as it follows, you exa7? all your labinrs, 
.Omnes debitores veſirgs repetitis,you beg of God a prol- 
perons vengeance upon thoſe you think have wrong d 
you z {ach low and baſe ends do no morejuſtific a faſt, 


ter, 


the when a Robber praysfor anadvantageousencout® | 


J 
l 
: 

| . 
P 

4 

5 4 

Y 

4 


»] ſonable' -roput 
' Good'Maſter \ -whas: good thing muſt 1 do that I'may. obtain 


*% 
ter;or LDirate forafair windoat'Sca;- If wethusbring 
inthetables of Money-change rs ioto- aha houſe:of God, 


and come {hereto truck with him , forthe grant of our 


_ own'\ddfires', he will over-throw thoſe tables, and 
| ſcourge-out” Hach Merchants -: It wefaſtro ſatisfie Our 


ueMty or covetoulneſs, wepervert the 
end: of this duty; by bringing that hither to be cheriſh- 
ed , which ſhould be brought hither to-belain; and 


' eruly (if I might have leave to give my judgement, ) I 


cantiot underſtand why ſo-great a defeat has beenigiven 
 out/from- God','uponthole many humiliations (feem- 
ingly to me ery ſolemn anderious,) which were ated 

by this Nation, and efpeciallyin this place , for theſe * 


"laſt 20. years, inſomuch as we -might expoſtulate as 
this: 
ond 7k :ſeeſt-not DG have we affiitted our Souls 
' and-thoutakeſt no adore 2 I ſay, Icangivenoreafon 
; Tort ſuch diſappointment, b 
— ah ow 


- vow theeomfortsol other men with 2 betrer Gomadk, 


ople did in the 3.ver. wherefore bave we fafted, 


ut. this, we propoſed baſe 
yr Fra -we-faſted to:de- 


2 :ends 1n our: 


' * ahdto make our ſelves rich by their ruine. 
© You ſee then that the faſtings of merimay be reje&- 
'ed;//and youhave ſcen in whar caſcs , idol ſca- 
ſuch a queſtion; as he did inthe Goſpel, 


T9900 life? ſo here, whatgood thing muſt we do, to 


_ make our faſtingacceptable unto God? The anſwer to 


this you will hayein the third particular upon which T 


py poet 
- 'The'proper: ngrediegts therefore of a Faſt to; make 
it acceptableate not" forto ſeek, for you'may quickly 


find them in the 16, Os of Ia I. , Ceaſe: to doevil, 
lkearnio dowel | 
D Fiſt, = 


_ Fo, 6 Coe to Sccllatenco 


3:Covetouſneſſe would ing 
. rich of the Indies; Revenge, Fould. glutitſetfwith 
T the blood: of others; and 'ris the -work ofthole,that 
- faſt; toxyeuptheſe. ,.and keep them ſhoe? tolay fizdge 
 tothem;.andintercept chcioproikias, thee? wayto 
___ kilbehem is to ſtarve them out; That expreſſion of the. 
Apoſtle 1s. very apt, Gal. _ 24. They that are Chrifts, h ave © 
Gown linger bind” 


2 ,n0W, Crucifixion is: tofaſren anc "a 


- 
« 
» Cy con 


» dothele 
upbraid. a fake: «hat: ts | bark without i” Carnem non 
commeds \ ſed commedis fratrem, 4 vino abſtines, ſed ab-in- 
jariis. 446i non ternperas ;, ts 2 (ad faſt to forbear hread 
.and-meat,- andthe whileto devourt! c Ach and Hood 
of thy brother. % 
Secondly , Learn to. dv well, this indeed isthevery 
| glory and accompliſhment of a faſt, But whatthac do- 
| well is, thar's the queſtion.; To Worſhip Goc .sr0 
do well, to hear, to pray is $0 o-well, but yet this is 
not-the. doing well is here required ; yea, this doing 
well is xejeRed and ſpurned at of Goc ,if there be no 
- other ſorts of well-doing going with ty ag whatthat 
is 


free, any by e itmut be Pikes. any that ave bungrie hy 


This is 


bis Brogher int your. Babe. 


Os, whe &* NEAL N, | Y 


| i dei then that the dures'f Juſtice bi Mercy 
only te Ornaments ,- but rhe. cfſenicials 'f a 


z.C 7 Are. 1 a9 - foi it > Text, wher ef [7 —_ 
fk F "5p wicked, 1, they 195t be looſed , any heavie buy: C2E 
dens, i) UE 72 it be undine., a ny oppreſſe 910 ones they muſt 20 


bread wauſt be dralt nwnto them, enythat are poor and caff 
out they muſt. be brought ra thy bu any naked thou muſt 


cover 4; and good. realog;. forin the botrom of his 


verle, he i i thine own fleſh , at what wideneſsſoever we | 
are differenced by other things inthe Workd,' yerthe 


pookeſt. Th, alive. is thy own. fleſh, and in allthy ads of 


AR 


, thou art, mercifull' toa/parrofthy!ſelfy 
£ {aft , and how. importunnely the Spitit'of 
: , Fs this ſtring, and pointsus7a9 it ects 
kth fin et.).t0 this, cyen tothis ſort of duty, yo 

y. flrtl Wet [ee In. Ach 749,10; wbeiclaſtrr 4reppods 
y 0, Mer formal: faſting), verſe '5./a rule sfyb= 


Is -% 


; Ned d f for, nent: pne0a to do: Exermetrae Judeementy | 


ew Mercie and. Compaſicon everie man io bi Brother, 


_ and. —_ not the ira nor the Fatherleſs, the Sm. 


er, nor the Poor, 414 let none of youtmagint evil Againts. 
bub Itis z ſtrange preterente, nts; 3nd: 


x 0. be wonder'dat, Which God gives'to theidu- 


ties yie veto man., betorethole we oweto himſelf - 
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heavy WENT D177 
There i is now 4 nova remai Ne gto trouble your 
patience «ith, but 'my application: 9 your praftiſe. 
jy ire here met inthe hibuſe of 654, and whatto' 

do? tofaſt; and for what* the ſoſpitions : ndfearsof 
famine like ro'come upon us, from our late abundance 
of Rain , threarning ro ſpoile the' Fruits of the Earth. 
"Tis very. well, that any thing wil drive us home to 
God; but yet; ir is obſervable how early we are in this 
_ duty 3. we-faſt for a oe rene thar is not yet 
us, futher then the fear and ſuſpition of ir: It Julatie be 
much more ingenuous, to be early andquick in faſtivg 
for-the ſins of the Natton!, 'as weare for the datigers 
it, thoſe (1 am ſure Yare ripe enough an#readyt 


are under the Commiſhons ofir ;- and yet, as 
bave had no faſt.for theſe; it would very much : 
the beginnings of this bleſſed revolution, and fortttate 
change of things we live under,to begin with fuchifaft 
- as this: but it ſeems we love our belſies' very well;and 
as ſome followed Chriſt forthe loaves, fo we faſt far 
fear we ſhall want the loaves S, we faſt for fear that we 
ſhall faft. 

' But ſince it is ſo, thar the work of this ay Ririds 
Rated tomy hands, upon this bottom ,” it will becon- 
venient before I can dire& you how. to bErid of this 
judgement-, to .give' you'my -judgetnent ' wherice "it 
comes: 'For affaredly: tisno: Sramuns f vInty, no'arrow 
Hot at' rovers;; 'no-accident flip'd our of rhe womb'ot 
chance without any fignificationi init: no, wy as God 


Tp - 
fickle ; we'are, much beyond the ſuſpicions fin, Bs 


is 
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it is 2judiciabeffeR, 


£7). -- 

the hipheſt reaſon, ſoallthat he does comes fre A 
and'i$ guided by ity his very. judgements themſelves' arc 
reaſonable. judgements :. and therefore thoup} 1 many 
things come forth from God, the cauſes of which ſh1ſl 
not-be known untill the day of the revelation of bis. righ- 
reonſneſs; 'yet inthe generall he bids us belicye , ard 
would haveius know'!, that he hath not done witheys cauſe 
altthat be bath done, Ezek. 14. - Mo | 

/ Well then;a reaſon for this judgement thete is, and 
whatis it. * totell youthatiris wickedneſſe in the pe- 
neral,” is to fling an whole loat at your head; and nor 
toicut-it for you ; but þ wb: Pſalmiſt tells us ſo, Pfal; on 
107. 28.. He tarneth a fruitful land 1#to barrenneſs To --. 


the *wickedueſſe: of them that dwell therein, and as God. - - 


told Adam,Gen. 3.17. thatthe ground was curſed for 
his ſake (/tharis, for hisfin ) ſoifour ground tow be 
liketto-\uridergoe a Curſe, it is for ourfins, ' And for 


' what \\ſins'? | Certainly , for ſome fins above 0+ 


thers;, for as the Clouds ſend down no other waters . 
ther wharthe Earth ſends up, ſo there is ſomething 
come up from us before Goc that has drawn down our. 
preſent judgements on us. 

There have beep divers interpretations paſt on this - 
late abundance of Rain; The Star-gazer charges it up- 
on ſome notable configuration in the Heavens, bur yet 
(as our late Aftrologers confeſſed they could nor read 


- our late revolution, and bleſſed return of the King in - 


any conjunRtion of the Planets,but gave it clearly upto . 


be a miracle) ſo it you now examine their Almanacks, 


you ſhall not find a word forc-tclliog all this fonl wea- | 
ther; whichmakes me think it is. more thena narurall, 


And therefore others (that ar arc no good friend to our - 
Pre 
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der andrain:th 
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'them. 


- Calledge of wiſe mea to be their ful} 

- their Expoſitors of. Thugder-boles.; 
| now by the ſignature they,obſervg j1 
fhrewdly, whar it is wholſome for, and; 
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- - Whatour fins are, may be xcad inthe yery fac 
the. judgement; that as the Hetrurians of old cred? 
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there is a ſignature in the preſent; judgem 
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(19) 
_ Calculate its Nativity , and judge whence it comes; - 
Firſt}, then, what think you of the fin of Sabbaoth-. 
breaking 2 afinnow morefrequent, impudent,and un- - 
- putiſhed,thenin-thoſe late black days, in which greater 
fins-were counted none at all ; "This bleſſed day is now 
as much mangled and broken, as once the Lotd and 
Maſter of it was 3 and as the Poet deriding the immo- 
derate dreſſes of a Girle , rold her that ſhe was minima 
pars ſ«4,lo is this.day, ſo divided,andloaden with affairs 
and fins, that it 1s now becomſethe leaft put of ir ſelf, 
and you may ſeek for a Sabbaoth, in a Sibbaoth, and. 
yet not find it, And whereas its an holy day,now other - 
days are innocent to this, thoſe we ſpen upon our cal- 
lings, this upon our ſins, and -now do bur fee how this - 
judgment is fitted to this fin, Lev..26. 34, where Moſ*s 
tells the people 7hat the land ſhould rmoy her Sabba'h,- 
and lie deſolate : becauſe the men of theland will no: - 
keep their Sabbaoths, therefore the land it (elf (hull 
keep hers ; andſuch a Sabbaoth is now like to be kept 
for this year by a great part of our land. 
Secondly, next what thipk-you of the fin of ſwear- 
1992 a [in whereby the devil cheats a man more then by - 
any,by being damned forit, and getting nothing by ir : 
never did bullets fly. thicker inthe hotreſt battel, then - 
oaths row in this wicked City ; you cannot paſs the - 
ſtreets, but yout cars will be box'd by an oath at every 
ſtep, and 'tis a wonderto mezif theſe arrows which are 
ſhor-bolt up-right and levell'd point-blanck at God,do - 
not recoyle upon the heads of thoſe that ſhot them 
but how this fin does more particalarly contribute to - 
the judgement we now fear, you may ſce Fer. 23.10, 
where we are told that becauſe of Oaths (Curſes) the - 
land 'monrneth. There is a ſort of ground which husband= 
<< men - 
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ren do call weeping ground,, and *istiaiten.at goo 
jor lictle; we have ſuch now, whole Countries lieba. 
 thedinthe teares of Heaven,and thiat becanſe'of Oath: 
 forif by them we pull.God' our 'of Heaven," and'rear 
 himin pieces between! our teeth, if'we uſe his namefo 
_" vainily asif there were no ſuch” being,” tis nomarvell 
if the Clouds tumble down upon us, wheri'we leave 
© Bone in Heaven to govern' and hold chem up : He that 
_* thinks or lives as if there were no God; 'fhall be cared 
tor here, as if there were none, ED 
- - Thirdly, what think. you' of the fin of Adalterre-? 
whether this may not beget a Famine, Fer45.7,8. When 
1 fed them tothe fall, they then committed Adulterie, 'and 
_«ſſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots houſes,” they 
- were 4 fed horſes in the morning, everie one weighed after | 
his. neighbours wife, ſhall I not viſit fortheſerhings ſaith 
the Lord e and wharis the viſitation for theſe things - 
you, ſhall find it yerſe 17, 4 famine, this that we fear, 
though coming another way, yet from the fame*fin , 
They ſhall eat of thine harve#, and thy bread which thy 
Spns and Daughters (bould eat, they ſhall ext' of thy flocks 
 andthy herds, they ſhall eat of hy Vines and thy Fig-trels, 
&e. abd it is a puniſhment both juſt and proper, if thou 
borrow ſtrength from the creaturero ſquinderit away 
- upon unlawful beds, *tis fit chat God ſhould" take the 
creature from thee :- If a ſtallion grow noruly, tychim 
up to an empty rack. _ ET ea pon Re 
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. Fourthly,what think youof I»temperarce ? a fin that 
brings forth this ſuſpe&ed judgement, borh'phyically 
and uo ly too. Phyfically, 'tisno marvel if there 
be a ſcarcity when we fill our Tablesto ſuch a heiphe 
to feed a feiy, as will ſuffice for many, committing a 
miracle contrary to that of Chriſt, who fed 5000, Nuh 
| _ Ve 


(21) 

five loaves , and we feed but five with ſome ſcores of 
And judictally this judgetnent lies much atthe doot 

of this ft, ro wit the Zux#ry of man, for if you mark it, 
this plague of Rain hurts not the graſlſe ſo much as the 
erain , the horſe afd oxcare provided for well'enough, 
nay the Counry-min tells me that Cartle are liketo be 
gainers by'r, it is becauſe they are temperatez bar 'tis 
_ the Luxurious and debauched part of mankind that are 
like-to be the loſers , inthat Whear and Barley arc hz 
prcareſt ſufferers in this deluge, and he that told me 
that che Barrels of Becr and the Buts of Wine w-re 
ſeen to ſwim about the Celfars here in Town, maJe me 
preſently think it was to puniſh our Dcankenneffe ; For 
2s a Father ſpills the: Wine and breaks the Cap when 
he ſees his child but in danger to be fluſter'd, ſo God 

does- language it in this judgement , that it was our 
Luxury that brought it , by deſtroying the Tooles and 

Urenfils of that fin. : Roles 

_ Fifthly and laſtly, T will mention one fin more which 
(1fear ) hath contributed ſomewhat more than thereſt 
to this judgement, and that is our publick defayler in 
the duties mentioned in the Text, The want of Fulice 
and Charity ; and indeed( to tell youthe truth ) I choſe 
this Text, and haye ſpoken all this while upon it, onely 
to introduce what follows; and give me leave to be ve- 
ry plain and home with you. 

- There is a party yetalive in Exeland(if they be alive, 
and indeed *tis as much as they arc) that have been, and 
do ftill own the name of tre Eglifhmen ( for the 
reſt live only by an Amneſty , and are Engliſhmen but of 
one year old ) but thetfe I am ſpeaking for are rue 0/4 
Engliſhmen, and great __ for being ſo- in ay, 

« _ they 
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VER live and are let paſs, not onely without reward, but 
reſtitution , not only without reſpe of others, butthe 
Fecauer of their: own. Aftrologers have amuſed the - 
Wotld: of -late with reports of ſtrange and, FOageull 
Coninnts Never: were: there ſuch —- e and ; 
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them iÞ-oky PITT which have = the Furi wigs and 'y at. 


of the day : but. theſe men can ſay-we have born the. 5 
penny, 


then and heat of the day,-and have not received a 

for. it ,; but they. received it who did. nothing, if nor. 

worle: than nothing, _ | 
'Tis a ſmart and a true one of him that faid, nf ans; 


4 bard: piece. of juſtice; that the: price of pubUick e 
(when refored) ould be the ruine only of ſuch as v 


rt; 


z#. *Tis.the. taſhion- of; this Town to give you. once a,.; 
week their. bill of mortalitie , and to inftatice the on eral... 


diſeaſes by which they dycd; but I find not his 
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mentioned, {a; many. died with the ſenſe of a diſregard led, 


loyalty ; with. a. little pains I could preferic Sub h.. 
Be) Bill of ar  borkdind Cent dnan (he dyed. 
in and about this Town by. no other diſcaſe but th F, 
and want; and.yet (as Fob | )though they ſaw nodelive.. 
rance, \they fill held faſt 0 integrity,and ear rycdit.x vith 
them ro be.regarded and rewarded in another Warld ;1. 


could ſhew. you. whale Carr-loads 'of ol ag 2 
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; 1 could-tell you {from'n yery p66T,. 
03ali/t;tbat(like Liziyu) Earnc into . 
lly gather'd up theparings of bread,” - 
c men, but 'the' mice*ahd' dogs had. 
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lef8F"(for out City dogs are fo finely fed, tharthey 
ſcorn'toeatthat, which he was gd to find.) © 
 *AndPtis this endangers a famine, arid provokes its 


\& 


thereis aſgnarerein the very judgement, like Adonibe- 
zteck,Judges I. 7. 4s I have done, ſo God hath requited 
74; {0 God pores about this way to-make you and 
them all of a piece, by taſting the ſame ſazce with them, | 
and by letting you to fee] what'tis'to bein want z me- 
thinks,” tis the very languageot Heaven, 7fyou will not 
help them, the earth ſhall not help you : God will reduce 
your fair fields and fatned ſelves to' the ſame leannefſs 


withthem, and then t*will be in faſhion'ro want 'when' 
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preat'men wear it. 
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Let me give you my juſt fear, thatasthe preſent un- 
kindnefs (if not injuſtice) to this ſort 'of men is very 
prear, fo] do believe you will never thrive, neither if 
Creatiites nor in-Covncels, nor in any*vifidertakings 
fill this be amended ;/For *cis 4'crying fin, if St. James 
be to be believed, whotells us, James 5. 4. That the hire 
_ of the labourers, which ts kept back by fraud, crytth, and 
with that loudneſs, that #4: enters into the eares of the 
Lord of Sabbath ; and what does this cry obtains Miſe— 
ries, verſe 1: and what Miſeries t' Tow Riches are'cops 
yujted, and your Garments moth-eaten, your' Gold and $it- 
wer is canker'd, andihe-ruſt of them: ſball be' a witneſs as 
gainſt you. and ſhall eat your fleſb\, as it were fire : And as 
nothing thrived in 1/4 as long as Achan. fare abrood 
on his ſtolen wedge and garment, ſo though we gild 
ovcr our Plunders and is" Wi with the ſpeci- 
. 2 Ous 
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(24) 
oustirle of the juſt acquiſts pf war, yet let not Zygland 
hope to proſper till there be Swlncs nanir, Ads 3, 
21. 4 reſtitution of all things. | 

It is this juſt and moſt advantagious work which 1 
commend with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs to your gare 
and Councell ; that as you have been indifferently ſe- 
vere inthe vindifive part of juſtice, ſo you would 
ſhew your ſelves men inthe reftorative part of it, and 
fill up your office in both parts of it by puniſhment of evil 
ders, and the praiſe of them that have done well, x Pet. 
2. 14. | , | 

It you would ſtand tree from the judgement you 
fear , dothis and it will prove an-Antidote: Ile com. 
mendto you but this one inſtance for your warrant and 
incouragement, 2 Sam 21.inthe r. verſe wereadof a 
famine that was in the dayes of David, and David enqui- 
red of the Lord, and hisanſwer was, 1t is for Saul and for 
hu bloody houſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites ; No part of 
the Hiſtory tells me that he ſlew them, which makes 
me think he only uled them hardly , encreas'd their, 
$ervitude, and. madethcir lives a burthen to them, and 
indecd this is a picce of zwrdr ; and for this there was 
a famine. - 'F 

Have we no ſuch Gibeonites among us 9 that are as. 
yet thought good for nothing cle, but to cleave wood 
and carry'watcr,:to.do thei drydgery and mean offices 
of the Nation? werhave, what nced we be. at the coſt 
to Trade lo far. as. the: [»diecs for. Blacks and. Slaves, 
when.we-have enough 'at homes neither let us any. 
more upbraidhthefehartt ar ucts. for making vaſlals 
of rangers, angdigging-ſuchiqoly to the oar- whom 
they knew not;hnder any-Qther'notion', then' of 4 juſt 
price of tar ,, we make-Slaves/among our fclves , _e 
337: ES tat 
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8 (a5) 
that of thoſe who have been at the greateſt charge for 
our liberty. Have we nota people endeavoured to be 
ſuppreſſed and deſtroyed by our /ate Saul ? Did any 
- thing but bonds, and chains, and blocks, and halters, 
abide them here at home 2 and was any place but « Fa- 
maica, a Poneropolis provided emabroad 2 And as 
yet, theſe (the juſt heirs and owners of relicf} arenor 
relieved: *Tis not a further vengeance on their enemies 
that they defire, nor the hanging up of the Sons of Saul, 
what will the blood of others do them good ? if they 
loved that,they would never have been fo prodigall of 
thcir own, what then 2 let our David ſend for them as 
David did for theſe, and debate the marter with them, 
as he did, verſe 3. What (hall I do for you, and wherewith 
ſhall I make the attonement, that you may ble[s the inheri- 
tanceof the Lord ? | 

This inheritance of the Lord (the Land of our Ns: 
tivity) 1s like (it ſeems for this year at leaſt) rogo with- 
out a bleſizng ; let the ſame words be heard from the 
lips of our David, and let the ſame-queſtion be pur in 
your Councels, what ſhall we ao for you ? *Tis quickly 
anſwer'd in the Text, which ſets me down where I firſt 
ſet up : Looſe the bands of wickedneſs , nundoe the heavy 
burdens, let the oppreſſed go free,break every yoke deal your 
bread to the hungry, bring the poor that are caft out to your 
houſes, cover the naked, and hide not your ſelves from your 
own fleſh , and though it way ſeem a work of coſt, yer ir 
is not without reward, ver. 8. &c. Then ſhall your light 
break forth as the morning. and your bealth ſhall ſpring forth 
ſpeedily, and your righteeuſneſſe ſhall ga before you, and the 
glorie of the Lord ſhall gather you up, Then ſhall you call, and 
the Lord ſhall anſwer, you ſhall crie, and he ſhall ſay, bere I 
am : Then ſhall the Lord guide you continually, and ſatisfie 


your 
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be called the repairers 'of the. br 
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Which Duties that ye:may do an 
thar you may obtain , the Father 
through the Merits and Mediation of 

Chriſt, to whom beglory for ever and 
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